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Course Objective: 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition is a College Board approved course designed to 

provide the opportunity to students to receive college credit. At the end of the year, students will take the 

AP Language and Composition Exam. Should a student receive a satisfactory grade as deemed by his or 

her college of choice, they may be able to receive credit for one composition course at that institution. 

This course is specifically focused on rhetorical devices, the art of persuasion, writing, and nonfiction. 

Along with the strong focus in rhetoric and writing, the course will contain some fiction pieces and will 

examine important aspects of the English language such as grammar and mechanics. 

 

Materials: 

 3 ring notebook for class work 

 Dividers 

 Pens and pencils 

 Notebook paper 

 Flash-drive 

 

Grading System: 

Daily Grades (20%): Throughout the course, there will be a variety of daily assignments as well as 

homework. These will be graded at random at the discretion of the teacher. While many homework and 

daily assignments will not be graded, it is imperative that students do this work. These assignments are 

designed to increase learning and maximize instructional time. It is expected students complete all work 

for this class. 

 

Quizzes (20%): Every two weeks there will be a vocabulary quiz. There will also be random reading 

quizzes to check that students are completing their homework assignments. Quizzes are designed to 

show ongoing learning and to help the teacher gauge student growth with the material. For this reason, 

quizzes may be retaken so long as students come to an ILT session prior to the retake. 

 

Tests/Projects (30%): After every major unit there will be some form of summative assessment. This 

means that these grades are designed for students to demonstrate mastery of the content. These grades 

are final and there will not be an opportunity for students to retake the exam. Throughout the year, 

projects will be assigned so that students can demonstrate their mastery of content in other ways. They 

will be treated like tests grades 

 

Essays (30%): This class is heavily focused on writing and composition. Every two weeks students will 

complete a timed writing activity to simulate the AP exam. These will be graded as rough drafts. During 

every unit students will have out of class essays. Since out of class essays are not timed and students 

have the opportunity to modify and edit their work, these will be graded as final drafts (mechanics, 

format, etc. count). 

 

Class grade: 85% 

Final Exam Grade: 15% 

Total  100% 
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 Plagiarism Policy:  

Plagiarism is “an act or instance of using or closely imitating the language and thoughts of another 

author without authorization and the representation of that author's work as one's own, as by not 

crediting the original author” (Dictionary.com Unabridged). If a student is found to be plagiarizing 

material, the student will receive a grade of a 0 for that assignment.  

 

Classroom Behavior Expectations: 

1. The school handbook and behavior plan are always in effect inside the classroom. 

2. Be in your seat and ready to work when the tardy bell rings. If you are not in the room, but your 

materials are, I will still count that as a tardy.   

3. Come prepared to work. This means bring your homework, notebook paper, and a writing utensil. 

4. Respect the teacher, your classmates, the school, and yourself. This rule prohibits profanity, 

bullying, rudeness, vandalism and any other act deemed disrespectful to any individual in the 

classroom. 

5. Obey directions the first time they are given. 

 

Should a student not meet the Classroom Behavior Expectations, the following behavior plan will be 

used: 

1. First offense—Warning 

2. Second Offense—Teacher consequence  

3. Third Offense—Parent Contact 

4. Fourth Offense—Office Referral* 

 

*Should an offense be deemed severe (drugs, alcohol, fighting, terroristic threats, etc.) teacher reserves 

the right to skip steps 1-3 and immediately refer student to the office. 

 

 

Increased Learning Time: 

Central High School offers Increased Learning Time to students as a tool for remediation, tutoring, and 

academic support. ILT occurs every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:10-5:10 and Saturdays from 9:00-

12:00.  

**Ms. Hohnadel will reserve Tuesdays and some Saturdays for AP Language and Composition students. 

This will be the appropriate time to come for tutoring, remediation, and academic support. 


